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[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear St Joseph’s Community,
I am absolutely delighted to extend my heartfelt congratulations to you all on achieving Platinum OPAL Accreditation – the highest possible recognition within the OPAL programme. This extraordinary accomplishment is a true reflection of your unwavering dedication to transforming play for every child in your school.
Earning Platinum is a rare and remarkable achievement, one that signifies a school that has gone above and beyond in embedding the very essence of play into its culture. It represents not only excellence but also a deep, enduring commitment to the values of creativity, inclusivity, joy, risk, and child-led exploration.
At St Joseph’s, your journey has been nothing short of inspiring. You have worked tirelessly to create an exciting and ever-evolving play space for your children – a space that invites curiosity, imagination, and adventure. You’ve empowered your pupils to recognise and manage their own risks, nurturing their confidence and independence in the most meaningful of ways. Perhaps most impressively, you have achieved sustainable change by placing play at the very heart of your school’s ethos – a shift that will benefit generations of children to come.
This success would not have been possible without the extraordinary leadership and vision of the Headteacher, the energy and creativity of the play team, the dedication of your staff, and the wholehearted engagement of your pupils. Every member of your school community has played a vital role in creating a culture where play is not just valued, but celebrated every day.
The impact of this culture is evident in the joyful, confident, resilient children who thrive in your school grounds. They are free to explore, to challenge themselves, to connect with others, and to grow – all through the transformative power of play.
St Joseph’s now stands proudly as a beacon of best practice in outdoor play – a shining example to other schools of what is possible when play is prioritised and championed. Thank you for your passion, your perseverance, and for being such an inspiring part of the OPAL family.
With professional warmth and best wishes,
Amy Masini
 OPAL Mentor
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