Rivers
A river is a path that water tokes s it glows downhill, normally tow.ards .another river, .« lake, sea or
ocean. Rivers come in many digperent shapes and sizes, and ogten join together to make larger rivers. As
rivers o reody source of water, lots of W/ animals ogpten live near or in them. Most inland human
settlements were originally formed .around rivers. Ln addition to drinking and bhathing, rivers were also
important waterways gor trade. Rivers can glood, at which point they can bhecome exceptionally .dangerous.

. . . River A flowing, mowing sbream op maler

The River Thames hegins its oo A small, gask glow of waker
Cotewold Hills near the : and Lranspork :

. ] Resers.oir The story of water that is held hack by .a
rillage of Kemble in dam
Glowcestershire. The source of Lake Large hodies of water that are surrounded

) . . / Reading LONDON by land and are not part of an ocean
the river is o spring called . A husge hody of sall waker
Thames Head. Channel Where a river begins its journey
Trihubary A amall river or sbream that meels a large
Just west .op London, near rinver
SLO/LLQ}'L, the River Thames M.owth Where the river enters the sea
. Congliuence Where bwo rivers meet

fLOM//S. ,p,CUS,t Windsor Castle. Meander The last section of the river bepore the sea

Next the River Thames glows
through the heart of London,
the capital city of the United
Kingdom.
Finally, the River Thames
flows out into the North Sea
at its .mouth near Southend-
On-Sea in the .county of o When there has heen too much raingall, rivers
kE/S/SQ»(. may overglow or ‘hurst their hanks.” This can

| Water alw.ays glows downhill. This is important
3 gor understanding how rivers gorm, .and how

Rivers are gresh water - oceans are salt water.

When rivers are glowing quickly, they take bits of
earth ogp hanks downstream. This is called

eroAsLon.




The water cycle works by using the energy .of the Sun to .monve water grom oceans .ond
lakes to the atmosphere, .and then bhack into the oceans again. It does this .over and over
in . continuous cycle.

. When the Sun shines, it warms water up .and turns it
into o gas - water vapowur. This process is

called evaporation.

. The water vapowr rises and collects in the sky as
clouds.

. The water vapour cools down, condenses .and turns
hack into a liquid. Lt then galls bhack to Earth .as
rain, snow, hail or sleet. These .are all types

of precipitation.

. Soils absorh the water and rivers drain the w.ater
grom the land. This water is called run ogf. The state
of the soil and the type of vegetation ingluence how
fgast and heavy the run ogff is.

. The water then glows hack to the sea .or lokes .and

. Water newver leaves the Earth and its atmosphere. The
water we use today has heen around gor os long as
the Earth.
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