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Welcome Back

Saint Joseph’s Catholic
Primary School,

A Voluntary Academy

A part of the Aquinas Catholie Academy Trust

4 Tel: 01623 742609

| hope you have had a wonderful halfterm break and managed to enjoy the break, despite the
weather.

This week, we welcomed Miss Nicki Lynes to our staffteam as our Year 2 Teaching Assistant. lam
sure you will join with me in welcoming Miss Lynes to our schoolcommunity.

Synod

Thisweek you will have received information about the Synodal consultation process. This process is
alistening process and we are keen to hearyour views on yourdreams for our school and Church.
Thank you to everyone who has completed the postcards and returned them to school. If you have
yetto complete the questions onthe postcards, then please do so thisweekend and returnthemto
the school office by Monday.

Attendance

Attendance atschool inthe run up to halftermand this week as been significantly below
expectations, particularlyin some classes. Attendance of 90% or lessis classed as persistent
absenteeismand maylead toa fine and possible court action. Thereisa clearcorrelation between
attendance at school and achievement; as we strive to ensure our children achieve the highest
possible standards and achieve theirunique potential and therefore wantto work with all our
familiesto ensure children attend schoolregularly. The bestapproach to take with atte ndance isto
establish the expectation that children just go to school every day, unlessthey are really poorly or
thereisa compellingreasonto be absent. Itisvital forus to set up good habits which will ensure
that they succeedintheirlearningand are well trained for the workplace. Whilst there will be some
very legitimate reasons forachild to be absent from school, the usual coughs and colds are nota
sufficientreason;if yourchildis unwellin school and needsto go home orseek medical treatment,
then we will of course contact you. | would ask for your supportin working collaboratively with

us to ensure we reduce absenteeismin school.



As we approach the end of our RE topic, children across school will be presenting theirlearningin
Come and See Assembly. Thisyearwe have decided thatchildrenin Early Years will presenta
separate assembly. Thisterm, Reception will presenttheirlearningon Wednesday 10th November
at 3:00pm. Parents of childrenin Reception Class are most welcome tojoinus. From nextterm,
Nursery children will begin participatingin the assemblies.

ChildreninYear?2, 4 & 6 will presenttheir Come and See Assembly on Friday 12th November at
2:45pm.

Our PTA, Friends of St. Joseph's, will be having asecond hand uniform sale next Friday, 12th
November. Items of uniform will be forsale ata price of 50p per item and will be available to
purchase afterschool from the playground.

The next meeting of Friends of St. Jose ph's will take place on Friday 26th Novemberat9:00am. The
PTA are always delighted to welcome new members, soif youwould like tojoin the PTAto support
themintheirfundraisingandinthe provision of eventsforchildren, then do please come alongand
joinus.

Friends of St. Joseph's have planned a"Covid friendly" Christmas Fayre which will take place on
Friday 3rd December. Thiswill obviously be a different experience from previous years - more
informationtofollow soon.

As part of our Learners' Code, the children receive wrist bands to signify if they are abronze, silver
or goldlearner. Inordertosupportus in ourmission to take care of our commonhome, | would
kindly ask thatif you have any bronze, silver orgold bands at home, please do returnthemto school
to enable ustoclean and reuse them. Thankyou foryour cooperation with this.



